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that it is not. It may be that the Gommander-in-Chief
has a special meaning for the term which I do not know.
Or is it that his India is composed of only the Defence
Forces under his command? For me the Defence Forces
are of the least importance in the make-up of the nation.
I need not be reminded that life would be in constant peril
if the forces were withdrawn. The forces notwithstanding,
life is not free from peril. There are riots, there are murders,
there are dacoities, there are raids. The Defence Forces
avail little in all these perils. They generally act after the
mischief is done. But the gallant Commander-in-Chief
looks at things as a soldier. I and, with me, the millions
are untouched by the military spirit. From ages past India
has had a military caste in numbers wholly insignificant.
That caste fyas had little to do with the millions. This,
however, is not the occasion for examining Its contribution
to the making of India. All I want to state, with the utmost
emphasis at my command, is that the description of India
as a military country is wrong. Of all the countries in the
world India is the least military. Though I have failed with
the Working Committee in persuading them, at this supreme
moment, to declare their undying faith in non-violence
as the only sovereign remedy for saving mankind from
destruction, I have not lost the hope that the masses will
refuse to bow to the Moloch of war but will rely upon
their capacity for suffering to save the country's honour.
How has the undoubted military valour of Poland served
her against the superior forces of Germany and Russia?
Would Poland unarmed have fared worse if it had met the
challenge of these combined forces with the* resolution to
face death without retaliation? Would the invading forces
have taken a heavier toll from an infinitely more valorous
Poland? It is highly probable that their essential nature
would have made them desist from a wholesale slaughter
of innocents.
Of all the organizations of the world the Congress is
the best fitted to show it the better way, indeed the only
way, to the true life. Its non-violent experiment will have
been in vain if, when India wakes up from the present
. fear, she does not show to the world the way of deliverance

